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e are coming down to the wire for the 132 running of the Kentucky Derby.  Do you know who you are betting on yet?  I don’t either, but I am going to try to narrow it down for you today, so you can at least start acting like you know what is going on in the horse racing world.  Last weekend we had several races that rounded out who the favorites for the Derby will be, saw some upsets, and saw some horsies drop out of Derby contention.  Now we have to narrow the field down to 20 horses that will run, or walk the 1 and ¼ miles on May 6th.  Man, 1 and ¼ miles?  That seems so short.  I ran 17 miles on Saturday.  But I guess it took me almost 3 hours to do that…

To win the Derby there are certain things that a horse has to do to be a contender.  The race has been run 131 times, so we have some data to lean back on.  And my fellow nerds and I have run some regression analysis and some other nerd-like things in the nerdery to narrow down your choices for who has a chance to win the Derby.  This is just to help you talk some trash to your friends and act like you know what you are talking about.  You can pick one from the list to make your favorite today!  Yippee!  

Here are your top 14 horses by graded earnings, and we’ll narrow them down:  Brother Derek, Lawyer Ron, Barbaro, Bob & John, Sinister Minister, Private Vow, A.P. Warrior, Sweetnorthernsaint, With a City, Sharp Humor, Bluegrass Cat, Steppenwolfer, Keyed Entry and Point Determined. 


In the history of the Derby there are basically three rules you must abide by to win the Derby.  The First Rule (which has only been broken a few times):  Your horse cannot be the morning line favorite.  So this one is easy, I think Brother Derek will be the morning line favorite, so he can not win the Derby (even though I have him as my #1, I don’t make the rules, I just break them).  

The Second Rule:  Your horse must run three races in the year they run the Derby.  This usually will knock out a lot of the horses in the top 20.  This year it just knocks out Private Vow and Sharp Humor, not like they were going to win anyway. 

The Third Rule:  Your horse must’ve raced in the thirty days leading up to the Derby.  This year it knocks out one of the leading contenders Barbaro.  And it again knocks out Sharp Humor, thank god, because that is one ugly mule.  
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So there are your three rules, now we’ve knocked the contender list down from 14 to 10.  Does that help?  I guess not.  That sucks.  I will break out each of these horses by prettiness so you can decide who you like.  Then as we lead up to the derby I will give you more detail on these and all of the 20 horses that make the field for May 6th.  All the info is on the following page. This will give you enough info to pick a horse to like for a couple of weeks.  Maybe get some puffy paint and make a t-shirt so you can declare your choice for the Derby.  Did I mention May 6th is my birthday?  I did, awesome.  


By the way, today is a very special day in the world.  It is Queen Elizabeth’s birthday, Tony Danza’s birthday, and your favorite friend, Aaron von Barkema’s birthday.    
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	1
	Lawyer Ron

(J. McKee)

Record: 

14 races, 7 wins, 1 Place, 1 Show


	This horse has won 7 straight races on the dirt.  He’s gone really fast one time.  He ran all of the same races as Smarty Jones and won them just like Smarty.  He will most likely be the number 2 choice for the Derby, which since you can’t be the favorite and win the Derby, kind of makes him the favorite.  He’s pretty and brown too. Although I think the jockey’s silk you’ll see John McKee wear is very lame.  Fashion is important on Derby Day too, so remember that.  If you don’t have a sense of fashion, pick Lawyer Ron.
	Morning Line:  

5 – 1 

Best Beyer:

106


	2
	Bob & John

(G. Gomez)

Record:

9 races, 4 wins 1 Place and 3 show
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I don’t really get why this horse has two names.  Is his name Bob, or is his name John?  How can he be Bob AND John at the same time?  Strange.  This horse won the Wood Memorial Stakes, which some other horses won on the road to winning the Derby.  But really, I think he is slow.  He basically walked to the finish line in the Wood.  If you think he is pretty you can pick him.   
	Morning Line:  

12 – 1 

Best Beyer:

102

	3
	Sinister Minister
(G. Gomez)

Record:

5 races, 3 wins, 1 place
	This horse, like Bob, and like John, is trained by the white haired Bobby Baffert.  He is the Hollywood type trainer that never takes off his sunglasses and thinks he is the most important person in the room.  Anyway, he trains this horse, who ran the fastest of any of these horses all year, but that was probably the best race ever for the Sinister Minister.  If you like to pick the fastest horse, pick him.  
	Morning Line:  

15 – 1 

Best Beyer:

116

	4
	A.P. Warrior
(C. Nakatani)

Record:

8 races, 3 wins, 1 place, 1 show
	I am not sure what the AP stands for, but when I was in high school it stood for Advanced Placement.  So apparently the owners of this horse feel he is in the advanced stage of warriorism.  Is that good for the Derby?  Most likely not.  This horse will run really fast for about a mile, even though the race is one mile and then another quarter of a mile.  If you were in a lot of AP classes in high school, and feel cool for doing so, pick this horse. 
	Morning Line:  

15-1
Best Beyer:

101

	5
	Sweetnorthernsaint
(K. Desmormeaux)

Record: 6 races, 3 wins, 1 show

	Of all the horses that are not the favorite, this horse is the most consistent at running over 100 Beyer Speed figures.  What is a Beyer speed figure?  I don’t know, but apparently over 100 is a good thing.  This horse will probably be fourth or fifth in the betting and has a good chance to win.  If you bet a lot of money on this horse, and he crosses the finish line first, you are a big winner.  Just like me! 
	Morning Line:

12 – 1 

Best Beyer:

109

	6
	With a City
(B. Blanc)

Record: 13 races, 4 wins, 2 shows.


	So this horse could possibly be the slowest horse of all of the horses.  How did he win any races?  In the last race, he lost by 51 lengths.  That’s a lot.  I am not sure if he was lapped or if he just decided to walk it, but that is really horrible.  Maybe this picture of him is from the race when he lost by 51 lengths. If you like a really long shot, you can pick him.
	Morning Line:

80 – 1

Best Beyer:

89

	7
	Bluegrass Cat
(J. Valazquez)

Record: 7 races, 4 wins, 1 place

	This horse is so 2005.  He won some decent races in 2005 but this year has lost to some not so good horses.  The last race he lost to Sinister Minister and his jockey’s quote was, “I asked him to run and he didn’t go anywhere.”  That doesn’t really sound like a motivated mule to me.  His name is Bluegrass, and there is blue grass in Kentucky, so if you like bluegrass music and you feel the stars are aligning for a Foggy Mountain Boys reunion, you can pick him.  
	Morning Line: 

30 – 1 

Best Beyer:

99

	8
	Steppenwolfer
Record: 8 races: 3 wins, 2 places, 2 shows

	Steppenwolfer is a pretty cool name if you ask me.  I hope that he was named after the awesome rock n roll band of the 60’s and 70’s, Steppenwolf.  You know you love them.  They play your favorite song, Born to be Wild.  Their lead singer escaped from East Berlin at age 5 because he knew he was needed in the western world to rock.  Back to the horse, he may not be the fastest, but if you love the rock, you can pick him.  
	Morning Line:
18 – 1

Best Beyer:

94

	9
	Keyed Entry
(E. Prado)

5 Races, 3 wins, 1 place, 1 show
	This horse has beaten some decent horses and been beaten by some decent horses.  He runs pretty well, maybe not enough to win a lot, but he tries pretty hard.  I would give him a B for effort.  Nothing fancy about him, except for his fancy silks.  So if you like your horse without a lot of crazy numbers and fancy shoes, just a nice blue and yellow shirted jockey riding him to the finish line, this is your horse. 
	Morning Line:

20 – 1 

Best Beyer:

105

	10
	Point Determined
(R. Bejarano)

Record: 

6 Races, 2 wins, 3 places, 1 show.


	This horse is always improving.  He doesn’t win a lot, but neither did Funny Cide or Giacomo before the Kentucky Derby.  He really likes to get second place.  He’s definitely settled into the role of the silver medal.  Maybe he likes silver.  I personally think silver is more versatile in fashion than gold.  Gold clashes, while silver shines.  If you can’t figure out just who you want to win the race when your friends ask you, say, “I don’t know who’s going to win, but I’ll tell you what, that Point Determined is sure as hell a lock for second.”
	Morning Line:  

25 – 1 

Best Beyer:

103



Good night and good luck.  
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2005 Stakes Winners

	1/1/06
	Tropical Park Derby
	Barbaro

	1/7/06
	Aventura Stakes
	Doctor Decherd

	1/7/06
	Count Fleet Stakes
	Achilles of Troy

	1/8/06
	San Miguel Stakes
	Too Much Bling

	1/14/06
	San Rafael Stakes
	Brother Derek

	1/14/06
	Risen Star Stakes
	Lawyer Ron

	1/29/06
	El Camino Real 
	Cause to Believe

	2/4/06
	Holy Bull Stakes
	Barbaro

	2/4/06
	Hutcheson Stakes
	Keyed Entry

	2/4/06
	Sham Stakes
	Bob and John

	2/11/06
	Whirlaway
	Achilles of Troy

	2/12/06
	San Vicente 
	Too Much Bling

	2/18
	Sam F. Davis 
	Bluegrass Cat

	2/26
	Southwest 
	Lawyer Ron

	2/26
	Borderland 
	Indy Wildcat

	3/4
	Fountain of Youth
	First Samurai

	3/4
	Santa Catalina 
	Brother Derek

	3/5
	John Battaglia
	Laity

	3/18
	Tampa Bay D
	Deputy Glitters

	3/19
	San Felipe 
	AP Warrior

	3/19
	Gotham Stakes
	Like Now

	3/19
	Rebel Stakes
	Lawyer Ron

	3/26
	Lane's End 
	With a City

	3/26
	Rushaway 
	High Cotton

	3/27
	UAE Derby
	Discreet Cat

	4/2
	Florida Derby
	Barbaro

	4/2
	WinStar Derby
	Wanna Runner

	4/9
	Wood Memorial 
	Bob & John

	4/9
	Santa Anita D
	Brother Derek

	4/9
	Illinois Derby
	SweetNorthernSaint

	4/16
	Blue Grass 
	Sinister Minister

	4/16
	Arkansas Derby-G2
	Lawyer Ron


	Jeff the Julepenator’s Picks this Weekend

	Winner
	Place
	Where?

	Like Now
	Showing Up
	Lexington Stakes


2006 Pick Record:  2 for 6 (not horrible)

	Jeff the Julepenator’s Derby Trifecta

	1
	Brother Derek
	He’s the favorite and he’s a brother, so you might as well jump on the bandwagon.  There is no stopping this horse before May 6th without a shotgun or a bad addiction to heroin.   And the addiction would have to be REALLY bad to slow this horse down.

	2
	Sweet
Northern
Saint
	The only other horse besides the brother who consistently knocks the socks off the others.  If I was guessing, and I am not, this horse is on steroids, but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t bet on him out of your principals (against cheaters and drugs), your principals would be wrong, your principals should be about winning all the monies.  

	3
	Point Determined
	He is determined to get third.  That’s what his trainer told me, even though he likes second a lot.


	Upcoming Stakes Races

	4/23
	Coolmore Lexington Stakes 
	Kee

	4/23
	Federico Tesio Stakes
	Pim

	4/30
	Derby Trial -G3
	CD

	5/6
	Kentucky Derby
	CD


Great Horse Related Links:
You Caught Me Alan, I was trying to…your sheep
Kentucky Derby
Daily Racing Form



 HYPERLINK "http://www.rfaintingfarm.com/fainters.htm" 

Fainting Goats!
  (Did you know you can buy them?)
The Best Derby Page in the Bidness
My Fellow Nerds at the Computer Lab








